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ADVERTISEMENT. 


& Dm Author of the Diſcourſe preſented 
in the following pages, was himſelf 
deeply affected with the mournful event, 
which gave riſe to it. With this impreſſion, 
it was his deſire and aim, in compliance with 
the requeſt of the bereaved parents, to im- 
prove that event to the congregation among 
whom he 1s honoured to preach the Goſpel. 
Many expreſſed pleaſure in hearing it from 
the pulpit, and a deſire to have it in print; 
as a monument of reſpect to the memory 
of the deceaſed, and a memento to them- 
ſelves. He is fatisfied that this, with the 
hope of its being uſeful, eſpecially to young 
people, will form a ſufficient apology for 
making it publick. To the bleſſing of God 
therefore, and the candid and ſerious reflec- 
tions of the reader, he cheerfully commits 


It. | 


Moor Street, Birmingham, 
April 14, 1790. 


A 
SERMON, &c. 
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HE, COMETH FORTH LIKE A FLOWER AND is CUT 
DOWN, Job xiv. 2. 


HESE words have been often choſen, - and 

with great propriety for a funeral text. They 
might ſtand a perpetual and juſt motto, to every 
eſſay on the frailty of man. Through his progreſs 
to that beauteous perfection, which his nature attains: 
in this life, they deſcribe him to his laſt change by 
death. The plain ſimilitude employed, fills the 
mind with pleaſing ſolemnity; and, if it is more ap- 
plicable to ſome than it is to others, our deceaſed 
ſiſter and friend, was among them who claim the 
preference. — Thus it appeared to thoſe, who were 
honoured to rear that flower, whoſe cutting-down in 
youth and bloom, we this day ſincerely lament; 
and therefore, to improve ſo moving a providence, 
I was requeſted to found my preſent addreſs on the 
words now read. 

But whether the text or the eyent before us peaks 
the loudeſt, ſeems doubtful - both proclaim the 
humbling circumſtances of our common nature 
that in the morning it flouriſheth and groweth up, in 
the evening is cut down and withereth—both conſpire, 
eſpecially in the gay and flattering ſeaſons of life, to 

A 3 remind 
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remind us of death; and to admoniſh all in enteric 
ſtrains immediately to prepare to meet their God. 
| Surely, the memory of the dear deceaſed, throws a 
| Peculiar and ſolemn emphaſis, on the language of 
Job.—He cometh forth lite a flower and is cut down. 

A flower of the field cometh forth from the 
ground—in every ſtage to mature growth 1 is tender 
and expoſed to dangers; and, while its opened 
beauties are diſplayed—while its fragrant ſweets bleſs 
the raviſhed beholder, the ſlighteſt ſtroke cuts it 
down. The alluſion, is not to a flower which 
ſtands neglected, till it fades away; but to one that 
is Cropped off or cut down with Ops and which 
is a ſtriking emblem of man. 

My text thus introduced; with a view to the * 
ject of our meeting together, I will conſider: 
I. In what reſpects man cometh forth, like a 
flower. 

II. Show, that like a flower of 3 field, 5 is 
ever liable to be cut down by death, and that the 
event is ſure. 

III. That this event happeneth not, but by the 
ſpecial permiſſion and deſign of God. 


I. Man cometh forth like a flower in reſpect to 
his body. Our firſt parents, indeed, were produced 
by the divine hand, in a ſtate of maturity. God 
gave their bodies that perfection, which, ſhould 
afterwards become the ſtandard of human nature: 
but, he appointed their poſterity, from ſmall begin- 
nings, by flow and gradual advances, to grow up 
and attain that ſtandard, This appointment, diſ- 


plays both his wiſdom and goodneſs, The organs 
| | of 


1 


of our body in tender infancy, directed by his ſkilful 
arrangement and power, wonderfully perform their 
| ſeveral functions the feeble ſyſtem, receives in all 
its parts a due and regular ſupply; and, is thus in- 
creaſed. — Various notwithſtanding, are the infir- 
mities, diſorders and hazards, which, fram this 
period to manhood, invade and threaten our brittle 
frame, The growing-up of the flower therefore, is 
marked, with the peculiar care and providence of 
God.—Good men bear this in mind with adoring 
gratitude : their language is — thou diaft make me 
hope when I was upon my mother's breafts---1 was 
caſt upon thee from the womb ; thou art my Gd 
Under the wing and care of the Almighty, man 
is reared to ſtrength; perfection and beauty; and, this 
order of his coming forth like a flower, is farther 
a wiſe and merciful appointment, as it forms and 
ſtrengthens the ſocial bands. The infant charge is 
indeared to the mother's heart, and new indearments 
ſtill ariſe, as it ſmiles and grows in her. foſtering 
arms. When reaſon dawns, it learns its intereſt in 
her tender cares, and fawns and clings, in confidence 
and love. Hence thoſe noble and generous affec- 
tions, which anſwer to the relation of parent and 
child, and which, nothing but death can extinguiſh 
in the pious breaſt—hence— many of thoſe happy 
feelings, which ſooth our ſorrows and refine our 
Joys.” But were we produced into the world, ma- 
tured and perfect men, how different the ſcene ?_ 
What ſhould we reſemble, but foreigners, met in 
company together, from diſtant 'climes ? What 


* Pſalm xxii. 9, 10. 
:&.3 | ſhould 
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ſhould we be but ſtrangers and aliens one to an- 
other? no relative affections to warm the heart: no 


mutual relative dependance, in all the changing un- 
certainties of life, to inſpire confidence and eaſe the 
mind. We are bound therefore, to bleſs God, for 
the eſtabliſned order, which in this reſpect, he hath 
given to nature, and in which, our good was ſo 


much conſulted.— Aan cometh forth like a _—_— 


2. In respect t to his mind. —He is deny 
born ignorant of all things; but, with thoſe powers 
of knowing, in the improvement of which, the chief 
glory of his nature conſiſts. A beautiful body 
without underſtanding, were leſs pleaſing, becauſe, 
more prepoſterous than a marble ſtatue; but to 
grow in wiſdom, as well as ſtature, is the crown and 


ornament of man. His mind gradually opens with 


that knowledge, which, is preſented to it; and, un- 


ſpeakably happy they, who are bleſſed in early life 


with wiſe and pious inſtructors to teach the young 
idea how to ſhoot----to train them up in the way 
they ſhould go*. With the divine bleſſing and the 
dew of heaven to water ſuch, they come forth; like 
him who is the Roſe of Sharon and the Lilly of the 
valleysf— They improve in that wiſdom, which i- 
profitable for all things —They grow in favour both 
with God and man: and the fragrance- of ſuch 
flowers is grateful to heaven and earth —— Man 
cometh forth like a flower. | 


3. In reſpect to that beauty, which is common 
to his nature, —In this, the excellencies both of his 


ad Prov. xxii. 6. | Es Can, ii. 1. 
f mental 
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mental and bodily endowments centre. When 
theſe have arrived to the meaſure and proportion 
of a perfect man, he ſtands arrayed in the nobleſt 
gifts from the God of nature: no creature on earth 
is equally adorned. As the flower is the pride and 
glory of the valley, ſo man is the glory of this 
lower world, the maſter-piece of creation. While 
the ſtructure of his body is graceful and adapted 
with exquiſite wiſdom for great atchievements, the 
powers of his mind, matured complete his beauty. 
God made him but a little lower than the angels, 
and crowned him with glory and honour“: he was 
made after the ſimilitude of his great Creator ; yea, 
he is the image and glory of God! And while the 
blood moves rapidly in the veins---while his ſpirits 
are lively and flowing, he diffuſes around him gaiety 
and pleaſure : like the bluſbing flower of ſpring he 
imparts delight: But—to hide pride from man it was, 
that——T be voice ſaid cry; and he (the prophet, 
the miniſter) ſaid, wwhat ſhall 1 cry? All fleſh is 
graſs, and all the. goodlineſs theredf is as the flower of 
the field, The graſs withereth, and the flower fadeth: 
becauſe the ſpirit of the Lord bloweth upon it : ſurely 
the people is graſs}. The moſt beautiful frame, 
embelliſhed with every grace of improvement and 
knowledge, cheriſhes the ſeeds of diſorder and death. 
The body is dead, is appointed to die, becauſe of ſin d 
becauſe the leproſy hath entered the houſe, however 
elegant and finiſhed the ſtructure, it muſt be all 


pulled down and levelled with the duſt : the king 
of terrors is often commiſſioned, to aim his arrow at 
the golden mark, and to ſingle out thoſe for his prey 


„ Pal, viii. 5. 7 Gen. i. 27. 1 Ifaiahxl. 6, 7. 
a $ Rom. viii. 10. Lev. xiv. 45. 


v ho 
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who are moſt defirable. On ſuch events we can 
only exclaim with amazement and ſorrow.— Oh ſin 
n haſt thou done!! 
A is cut down 
II. Jam led to ſhow, that man like the lower 
of the field is ever liable to be cut down by death, 
and that the event is ſure. It often happeneth to 


the flower, which blooms in the field, with beauty 


and pride, that the wind paſſeth over it and it is gone, 
or ſome fatal ſtroke lays it to the ground. It is ſo 
with man. Not a pore in his body, but is an open 
door, extended wide- enough, at every moment of 
his exiſtence, to let in death: and in all the vigour 
and beauty of his prime ſome chilling damp--- 
ſome fierce diſeaſe, is not unfrequently directed to 
enter, and bring him down. What an example of 
this is now before us, in our deceaſed friend ! which 
reminds me of the following lines. 


When ſpring appears; and violets © tacky 
« And ſhed a rich perfume ; 5 

« How ſoon the fragrance breaths its laſt! 
« How ſhort-liv'd is the bloom 


&« Freſh in the morn the ſummer roſe 
« Hangs with'ring ere tis noon ; 
« We ſcarce enjoy the balmy gift 
e But mourn the pleaſure gone! 


In the midſt of life we are in death. The changes 
experienced in our bodies, as our years advance, 
forebode their laſt change : we not only come forth 

like the flower, but we flee alſo as the ſhadow and 
continue not; we are haſtening to the grave, the houſe 


appointed for all living; nor, can the youngeſt tell 
how 


„ 
how ſoon it may be opined for him, The plaint 
which a proſpect of ſpeedy death, drew from the 
lips of good Hezekiah in the meridian of life, 'may 
ſhortly apply to many of us, as it now does to thoſe 
young perſons, lately our companions and friends, 
who are gone before us --] ſaid in the cutting off of 
my days, I ſhall go to the gates of the grave, I am de- 
prived of the reſidue of my years*, The Lord may 
come in the ſecond: watch; or come in the third 
watch: he may call us in early or later life. We 
cannot therefore be ſafe, and ſhould not be ſatisfied, 
till juſt hopes may be cheriſhed of a preparation to 
give him a welcome reception, and without diſmay, 
to obey his ſummon. Tay it down then as a maxim, 
from which, by divine help, you will never depart, 
that the buſineſs of the firſt and chief importance 
you have in hand reſpects eternity; and, that you 
will---/eek firſt the kingdom of God and the righteouſ-. 
neſs thereof.——Say to yourſelves, eſpecially, you in 
younger life---< The beauty of man conſumes like 
A moth ! I ſee from the diſpenſations of God to 
© 'others---as young; as healthy and flouriſhing as I, 
e that one event happeneth to all I have no ſecu- 
© rity for a day to come: and, ſhould uncertain to- 
© morrow eut me down, oh how will it fare with me 
« for ever! would death prove gain or loſs? am TI in 
% favour with God, againſt whom I have ſinned, or 
te not? Have I received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, the 
© only Saviour of ruined men, as the ſacred ſcrip- 
«tures make him known, and, do I with duty and 
&« zeal, ſo walk in bim? Is he made of God unto me, 
e wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanttification and redemption P 
* Ifaiah xxxvili, 10. t 1 Cor. i. 30. 
| cc I am 
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te I am not too young to die, and therefore not too 
« young to be in good earneſt about my ſalvation---I 
© am not too young to receive the decifive ſentence 
cc at the bar of God, and therefore not too young to 
« ſue for mercy- my age is capable of the bliſs of 
< heaven, or the miſery of hell; and by how much 
te the more adorned by the author of my being, by 
te ſo much the more capacitated, for happineſs or 


c moe! it is high time therefore, to know my title 


&© to the one, that I may eſcape the other. Turn 
ſuch a ſoliloquy into fervent prayer---that God for 
his mercy's ſake in Chriſt Jeſus, would impreſs theſe 
thoughts effectually on the heart---that you may 
never return to folly ; or, be diverted; or, ſtop ſhort, 
till you are chriſtians #ndeed---prepared to glorify 
God, in your ſoul and in your body which are his; 
whether it be by life or by death. Forgive this di- 
greſſion, and return with me to conſider, | 

III. That the event of death happeneth not, bor 


by the ſpecial permiſſion and deſign of God. —The 


notion of cutting-down, by which it is deſcribed 
in my text, ſuppoſes this; nor can it be a contin- 
gency, or without the direction of him, who num- 
bereth the hairs of our head, and of whom, at every 
moment, we hold our life. From particular caſes, 
and the voice of ſcripture, the general truth is in- 
fered that, the time, the place, and manner of our 
death, are known to and ordered of God. —Moſes 
was commanded, at a particular time, to aſcend 
the mount, and die before the Lord f.---The life 
of king Hezekiah was protracted, by an expreſs 


1 Deut. xxxii. 49. 


4 


order 


( 
order from heaven, fifteen years . It was re- 
vealed to St. Peter by the Lord Jeſus, bat be muſt 
foon put off this. tabernacle, i. e. die . And God, 
we are told, «who made of one blood all nations of men 
to dwell on the face of the earth, hath determined their 
times, and fixed the bounds of their habitation l. His 
adorable ſovereignty in this reſpect, was the fub- 
je&t which deeply affected Job, in the chapter 
before us. It treats of the common nature” of 
man as unclean, and therefore mortal ; and, of the 
appointments of God concerning it. Verſes. 4, 5, 
and 6, Wha can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? 
not one. Seeing bis days are determined, the numbers 
of his months are with thee, thou haſt appointed his 
bounds that be cannot paſs : turn from bim 1 
the tokens of thine anger) 7ill be ſhall accompliſh as 
an hireling his days. ----Job ſpeaks not here, of 
the threeſcore years and ten, which meaſure the 
ordinary ſpan, but of the life of every than, and of 
all men individually. He compares this to the 
days of an hireling, which are numbered and fixed 
by the maſter's pleaſure. The ſame idea is ſtated 
in the beginning of the ſeventh chapter---1s there 
not an appointed time for mam upon the earth ? Are not 
his days alſo as the days of an bireling ?---At death, 
then, my brethren, at the death of every one, God 
is eminently near. At that ſolemn ſeaſon, he is 
proſecuting his Tpecial purpoſes, and acting worthy 
of him, who hath our times in bis hands.---but, who 
giveth none account of any of his matters Hence 
be it remembered, chat are all immortal, till 


1 Ukiah xxxviii, 5, CE os Ads xvii. 26. | 
| our 
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our work is done that, without an order from him, 
an angels arm can't puſh us to the tomb! $\ 
But the event of death is more important, than 
merely to mark the bound, which God hath fer 
us.---We cut down the fragrant flower, to embrace 
it, and enjoy its ſweets---but the noxious flower 
is cut down to prevent it from ſcattering abroad 
pernicious ſeeds. In this view we are led by the 
ſimilitude in our text, to reconcile the divine con- 
_ in ſuch afflictive diſpenſations as that before 
The deſign of God, like himſelf, will e 
Tat great---and glorious. . - 

1. Then, he commiſſions death to cut Loi ol 
flower, or orders the ſun of life to ſet at noon, to 
ſcreen thoſe he loves, from the burden and heat of 
the day.---As life goes on, increaſing connections 
are almoſt inſeparable from increaſing years: theſe 
add to our duties, our temptations, and our cares. 
The ſun waxeth hotter, as the day comes on, and 
the labour of man is increaſed. The experience of 
the godly, eſpecially in their paſſage from the eaſy 
age of youth to declining days, exemplifies this re- 
mark.---Where is the chriſtian of long-ſtanding in 
the church and in the world, whoſe wiſdom and 
vigilance and zeal, have not in his ſeveral connec- 
tions, been all neceſſary to act well? whoſe virtues 
have not been frequently put, to a euere and dan- 
gerous trial? From your entrance on the heavenly 
life at firſt, my fellow profeſſor, down to the pre- 
ſent day, you have found it a work of growing 
difficulty---to keep the commands of God, and the 
faith of Jeſus. You reflect on the ſeductions, the 
ſnares 


n 

ſnares and buſineſs through which you have paſſed, 
and which ſtill ſurround you, and adore that up- 
holding power, which maketh you to ſtand. = 
From your experience then in this world, look 
forward by the viſion of St. John, and learn the un- 
| ſpeakable happineſs of the pious dead---7 beard 
(faith that venerable apoſtle) a voice from heaven 
ſaying unto me, write, bleſſed are the dead which die in 
the Lord, from henceforth : yea, ſaith the ſpirit, that 
they may reſt from their labours; and their works do 
follow themſ. But ſhall we deprecate a long life, 
becauſe it will prove laborious ? that be far from 
us. For a real chriſtian zo live, is Chriſt; and grey 
hairs are honourable and bleſſed, when they are 
found in the ways of righteouſneſs : his reſt will be 
eternal; and, his peculiar happineſs, which ſoftens 
every ſorrow in life is---that to die is gain. 
We wonder however at the diſpenſation, which 
conſigns one to die in full ftrength, being wholly at 
eaſe and quiet ; who promiſed fair for uſefulneſs, for 
years, and years to come; while another languiſheth 
with infirmities' and pains, and never eateth with 
Pleaſure : but ſhall any teach God knowledge ſeeing he 
Juageth them that are high?---Seeing the empire of 
the church, and of the world, is ſubject to his con- 
troul ? it is enough for us to know, of all the dead 
who died in the Lord—that their work was done, 
and their end bleſſed---for---they enter into peace--- 
they reſt in their beds F. | OEM 
2. God graciouſly deſigns in calling pious youth 
by death to ſecure them from future ills Man is 
born to trouble as the ſparks fly upwards; and 


m Rev, xiv, 13. $ Tfaiah Ivii. 2. 
various, 


young 
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various, and deep and grievous are thoſe troubles 
which ſome endure. Job was an inſtance of this. 
Their heavy preſſure occaſioned this mournful 
prayer. -O that thou wouldſt hide me in the grave, 
that thou wouldſt keep me ſecret till thy wrath is paſtF. 
The pious who die in early life are hid of God. 
The righteous are taken from the evil to come, A. re- 
markable inſtance of his merciful and wiſe deſign 
n the death of a pious youth, we meet with, 1 Kings 
xiv. 15.---Abjah, for this was his name, was the ſon 
of an abandoned king---was ſurrounded with the flat- 
teries of a wicked court, and in danger from the 
temptations of exalted life. Singular troubles more- 
over, awaited the throne and kingdom of his 
father. Thus were his virtues expoſed ! But 
heaven would not long truſt its favourite in circum- 
ſtances ſo critical. This was the meſſage ſent of 
God by the mouth of the prophet.---The child ſhall 
die. And all Iſrael ſhall mourn for him and bury 
him: for he only of Feroboam ſhall come to the grave, 
becauſe in him there was found ſome good thing towards 
the Lord God of Ijrael.---O happy youth indeed! 
His character it is true was not finiſhed---he was 
but there was ſome good thing in him, 
ſome principle of all goodneſs, which was in the 
fight of God of great price: and leſt it ſhould: be 
contaminated or borne down by the corruptions 
and troubles of the times, the veſſel was broke, 
and the treaſure lodged ſafe in the cabinet of heaven; 
or the flower thus perfumed, was cut down, ſecurely 
to bloom in life and glory. Silent then every 
murmur, Pious and early victims to death obtain 


Job xiv. 13. 
* an 
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an exemption from evils to come---they gain an 
early entrance on the work and joys of a ſafe and 
more happy world. A/ent from the body they are 
preſent with the Lord t. Our loſs is their gain. 

But many die in youth, of whom it cannot be 
laid any thing really good towards the Lord God of 
Iſrael is found in them. 
3. Then, in cutting ſuch down, in cauſing their 
ſun to ſet at noon, God juſtly deſigns to overwhelm 
them, with outer darkneſs, and to prevent them 
from ſpreading the pernicious ſeeds of vice. Was 
not this manifeſt in the tragical death of Abſalom, 
who was cut down in a career of the higheſt wick- 
edneſs? He ſtands recorded in facred ſtory, as a 
| ſtriking contraſt, to the youth, but now mentioned. 
Had he been longer ſpared, he might have ruined 
his father's kingdom, exceedingly harraſſed and af- 
flicted the church of God, and covered the land 
with prophaneneſs, injuſtice and blood. But, zbe 
righteous Lord lovetb righteouſneſs &, but the wicked, 
and him that loveth violence his ſoul hateth. The 


impious profligate, with eyes full of adultery, and 


an heart fraught with the rage of an unnatural 
conſpiracy and rebellion, was cut down with a 


ſtroke. But ah! how deeply the fatal intelligence 


pierced the ſoul of a godly father, whoſe views as a 
prophet and a faint could not be confined to the 


death of the body. The language of his bitter 


moan, indicates this.--The king was much moved, and 


went to the chamber, and wept; and as he went, thus” 


he ſaid, O my ſon Atſalom, my ſon, my fon Atjalom, 


I 2 Cor, v. 8. | & Pal, xi. LY 7. 
| would 
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would God 1 had died for thee, O Alſalom my fon my 
ent 
It is awful bid all poſſible expreſſion for incor- 
rigible ſinners to have filled up the meaſure of their 
iniquities in early life, and for God in mercy to 
the world, to diſmiſs them into the land of darkneſs, 
becauſe they are unworthy of a place in the land of 
the living, and would prove dangerous peſts in ſo- 
ciety with men! From the bottom of my heart I in- 
treat the Father of mercies, that this may never be 
the caſe with any one who now hears me But 
while the wicked is driven away into his wickedneſs, 
the righteous hath hope in his death. 


THE IMPROVEMENT. 


L A Chriſtian aſſembly hath ſeldom met on a 
ſolemn occaſion like this, with more ſincere lamen- 
tations for the deceaſed, mingled with more cordial 
ſympathy with the ſurviving mourners. There was 
that in the caſe of our young friend, which to thoſe 
who knew her eſpecially, renders the event truly 
affecting. Juſt entering a new relation; ſtepping on 
the ſtage of more public action, in high eſteem 
with all her connexions, ſne was almoſt ſuddenly 
commanded back by death! A ſhort ſeaſon of ſick- 
neſs and pain, which baffled every effort of medical 
ſkill, changed a blooming countenance, and ſent 
her away. The flower was cut down! and all the 
Juſt expectations and hopes, which friends had built 
on ſo promiſing and likely a life died with her! 
But if there was any virtue, if there was any praiſe 


} 2 Sam. xviii. 33. 


( 19 ) 


in her temper _ carriage, ſhe being dead yet 


ſpeaketh to us. I am conſtrained by juſtice to her 
memory, and by concern for your improvement, 


to mention one thing in particular. There is good 
reaſon to believe that ſhe” habitually made con- 
ſcience of ſecret prayer to God; and I propoſe her 
in this as an example to all, but particulary to my 
young friends; can all the young people in this 
aſſembly ſay, that day by day, they make it a point of 
conſcience and duty to pray to God, for his counſel, 
preſervation and bleſſing? can old and young ſay 
this? Whoever cannot (for men may join in the 
prayers of the family and the church, without pray- 
ing at all) live without God in the world, and if 
they perſevere, will ſtand reproved at the day of 
his coming, as well by conſcience and the nature 
of things, as by the example I now propoſe. To 


live without prayer, is to ſlight the advocacy of the 


Lord Jeſus, which, in great compaſſion to our 
guilt, and miſery, and fears, was eſtabliſned in hea- 
ven, That we might come boldly to the throne of grace, 
to obtain mercy and find grace to belp us in times of 
need:F it is moreover to deny God in our hearts, 
while we confeſs him with our tongues ; and to in- 
dulge a criminal independence of the moſt high ! 
It ſuppoſes a heart too deſtitute of the fear of God, 
and is certainly a ſure way to inevitable ruin, 

But there were two features in the character of 
the deceaſed, which came under more general ob- 


ſervation (true devotion and piety, eſpecially in 


t Heb. iv. 13. with chap, x. paſim. 
B 2 youth, 
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youth, are ſecret and ſilent things) and which I ſhall 
mention, not to commend the dead, but farther to 
counſel the living. She was ſtrictly obedient to her - 
parents---and all who were in habits of acquaintance 
with her will join their teſtimony---that in all her 
circle of friends and aſſociates, ſhe diſcovered a ſenſe 
of the higheſt pleaſure in pleaſing others. Theſe are 
real excellencies in young people, and ſuch as all 
ſhould emulate. Obedience to pious parents is 
ultimately obedience to God; and courteouſneſs, is 
a chriſtian virtue of diſtinguiſhed worth, Permit 

me, | 
Il. To ſuggeſt a word to the bereaved, particu- 
larly to the parents and brothers of the deceaſfed.--- 
God, my friends, hath called you, by this diſpenſa- 
tion, to reſign to himſelf a choice and invaluable 
comfort I hope and believe that you the mourning 
parents, agęſire to be ſtill, and not open your mouth becauſe 
the Lord hath done it. The language of your bible, 
and of your judgment (however wounded feelings 
may riſe up and oppoſe) is—it is well. Remember 
that God needed your daughter no longer, as a ſer- 
vant on earth; give her therefore to him a willing 
_ facrifice.--To aſſiſt you in cultivating that profound 
ſubmiſſion---that entire reſignation to God, in which 
you will find the greateſt relief---take the prophets 
and holy men recorded in ſcripture, for an example 
of ſuffering afflictions, and of patience. Recollect 
the conduct of Aaron---when his ſons were cut off 
with the evident tokens of the divine diſpleaſure, 
which is the reverſe of your caſe, in ſilent reverence 
he owned and glorified God.---And Aaron held his 
| peace. 
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Peace |, Conſider Job:---When his ten children, 
all his children were ſlain by a ſudden and fatal 
ſtroke, what does he ſay? Naked came I out of my 
mother's womb, and naked ſhall I return thither ---. 
the Lord gave, and the Lord bath taken away, and 
bleſſed be the name of the LordC. His admirable con- 


duct is thus thrown into verſe, by a pious poet: 
4 and father now no more 
&« Prone to the duſt he bow'd his rev'rend head, 
« And, worſhipping, with humbleſt accents ſaid: 
t“ Peace every murmur; naked into birth 
ct J came, and naked ſhall return to earth 
The Lord in bounty gave, but gave in truſt, 

The Lord reſumes; reſuming, not unjuſt; 

« Giving, reſuming, he is ſtill the Lord, 
« Still be the glories of his name ador'd. 

But while you wiſh to imitate theſe examples, 
you have much to comfort your hearts, and to 
your tears. Often I doubt not, from a ſenſe of 
duty, and with parental affection, you gave that 

child up to the Lord in prayer, which he hath now 
taken to himſelf. You endeavoured too, to teach 
her his will; and, in your family devotions, to take 
her as it were by the hand, daily to direct her face 
towards his throne. We hope your labour was not 
in vain; ſhe became we truſt, an early ſuppliant 
there for herſelf.---You have then the animating 
proſpect, of meeting her again, when ſhe and you 
mall be vaſtly improved for ſociety together, and 
ſhall never be parted more.---The doctrine of the 
ſoul's immortality and the reſurrection of the dead, 


Lev. x. 3. | Job i. I, £ 
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which you ſteadfaſtly believe, is not leſs fully eſta- 
bliſhed by the word of God, than calculated to ad- 
- miniſter conſolation to you. What ſaith St. Paul? 
Serrow not as others without hope. For if e believe 
that Jeſus died, and roſe again, even ſo them alſo who 
Heep in Jeſus will God bring with bim. Beſides you 
are not like Job, deprived of all your children at 
once. You have three remaining, ſtill younger in 
life, who, I ſincerely pray, may grow up and prove 
comforts to you---bleſlings to the world, and orna- 
ments to the church of God. That this may be 
the caſe my young friends, I wiſh, eyery proper feel- 
ing to be awakened in your minds on this ſolemn 
occaſion. O that the Lord who ſpeaks loudly to 
you in this providence may help you to improve it! 
Could your ſiſter addreſs you from the tomb, would 
ſhe not de it in language like this. Weep not 
ee for me my brothers, but for yourſelyes---remem- 
ce ber my early and unexpected death as a warning 
ce to you Know ye the God of our fathers, and 
* ſerve him with a perfect heart and with a willing 
© mind, for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and un- 
© derſtandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts, 
© if ye ſeek him he will be found of you, but if ye 
© forſake him he will caſt you off for ever.“ Fre- 
quently bear this in mind as her language to you, 
when in after life you reflect on her memory. 

III. The providence before us addreſſes thoſe 
young perſons in moving eloquence, who have long 
known and been the companions of the deceaſed.--- 
How wonderful the change which has paſſed on 


+ 1 Theſſ. iv. 13. C x Chron, xxviii. 9. 
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your aſſociate and friend, with whom but very lately 
you pleaſantly converſed: who lately worſhipped 
with us in this place! what a change hath paſſed 


upon her body !---what a change upon her ſoul?--- 


her body claims kindred with the duſt, and with the 
worms! its beauty is conſumed in the grave! Oh! 


ho does the thought humble the pride of man, and 
becloud the brighteſt ſcenes of human glory.---Her 
ſoul, O whither ſhall we trace it! R 


— « Perhaps it ſings 


« To ſome new golden harp, th' Almighty deeds, | 
“The names, the honours of its Saviour-God'” — 


Releaſed as it is from fleſh and ſenſe, viewing all 
things as they really are, could it become your in- 
ſtructer and your guide what leſſons would it 
teach you? in what paths would it lead you? 

IV. All who hear me, both young and old, are called 
by the enſigns of mortality around us---by the me- 
mory of the deceaſed, and the voice of the preacher-- 
to think of ſalvation---of death and eternity! O that 
all could familiarize theſe awful, theſe delightful 
ſubjects, with the faith, the hope and comfort of the 
goſpel! O that the death of one may animate and 
quicken all to give diligence to make their calling 
and their election ſure !---nor may any of you fail 
of the grace of God! 

Laſtly, Our circumſtances this afternoon who 
ſtatedly join together in a monthly communion at 
the table of the Lord are very peculiar. From the 
ſolemnization of one death, we are called to comme-_ 
morate another: A death, my brethren, which hath _ 


taken away the terror of dying: and removed the 
curſe 


e 

curſe for ever, from all believers. What ſtrong de- 
monſtration is before us, that fin hath © reigned unto 
« death !” and what pleaſing evidence does the table 
of the Lord diſplay, that ©& grace hath reigned 
« through righteouſneſs unto eternal life by Jeſus 
« Chriſt our Lord.” How cheering and yet how 
folemn, how ſuitable, how divinely full, are the fol- 
lowing words with which I conchude!---* As it is 
e appointed to all men once to die, but after death 
« the judgment, ſo Chriſt was once offered to bear 
ce the fins of many, and to them who look for him, 
tc ſhall he appear the ſecond ey without {in unto 
* falvationC.” 


q Heb. ix. 273 28. 
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